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ABOVE: Salt Textles cowl neck chocolate silk dress, £98, and
People Tree gauze and ribbon scarf, £35

All fashions from One, Pelar, Lane, York
Photography by Rachel Saunders at Random Acts, York
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ABOVE: Pachacutl
ambroiderad belts {thin
£26, wide £39), from

ABOVE: Juzi Necklas, £20, made from
recycled magazines Kenya
LEFT: Kisiki leather awigls, £35, from Kenya
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Artisan Life
Tagua jewellery
{nacklaces £29

Blank Recycled
quilt coat, £258,
made in India

Fairtrade bananas, coffee and chocolate are big business now, but what about fashion
MAXINE GORDON visits York's pioneering ethical boutigue to find out more

TEF over the threshold of
One and you might con-
gratulate yourself with
finding a little fashion
. hideaway.
The York boutique oozes boudoir
charm, with its white walls, bat-
tered French-dresser dizplay cabi-
nets and white-wire bird cages
dripping with colourful jewelery.

Racks of pretiy dresses, cobweb-
light knitwear, sheer silk jackets
and statement print coate line the
walls, while a choice of shoes, bags
and searves offer the apportunity of
a one-stop-zhop for fashionistas.

Bitting snugly in Peter Lane, just
off Mariet Street (round the corner
from Superdrug), One has been
open for three years — and remains
a unigue offering in York.

The shop’s website — responsibly-
gorgeous.eouk — sums up the ethos
of the shop, which sets out to prove
women ean look fazhionahle with-

pul destroying the planet or
exploiting workers.

Ag Fairtrade fortnight gets into
full swing, we vizited One to throw
the spotlight on fashion that wears
ite ethics on its sleeve,

Each item in the boutigue - from
intricate silver earvings, to leather
bling sandals and beaded party
dresgses — has its own ztery to tell,
often involving communities from
all over the world who rely on our
love of fashion {0 make a living.

Take the vibrant green silk shifl
dress (£150) in our photoshoot, It's
from People Tree, one of the
biggest labels in Fairtrade fashion,
but leok behind the label and the
tale iz much more interesting. The
dress was made in Bangladesh by
the Folk project, which works with
around 550 fﬁw—inmme producers
of which approximately 80 per cent
are wornen, The products are made
by hand and combine & wide range

of traditional handieraft skillz from
weaving and hand labric dyeing to
hand embroidery and mirror work.
Folk offers their mombers basic
health care, support for their chil-
dren's educaiion, advance pay-
ments and non-interest loans.

This, explains Rachel Sedman of
One, is the egsence of Fairtrade.
“Tt’s about developing good rela-
tinnships with suppliers around the
glohe, respecting their traditional
skills and erafis and paying a fair
price ag well az providing good
working standards and health care
and education for their children.”

The chocolate brown silk dress,
£09, on our model ie from fashion
house Salt and was designed and
made in India from locally-sourced
garment producers. The searf
(worn on her head), again from
FPeople Tree (£35], is made by the
Sacha Handierafts project in

150 small-seale producers mainl
West Bengal and Orissa, providi
training, marketing, business
development and miero-credit
schemea. Sasha’s products are &
showease for traditional Indian
gkillz such sz handweaving, tail
ing and embroidery to dyeing ar
bleck printing.

A favourite fashion trick is o1
urrect a much-loved garment wi
a new accesgory, If you like o pl
this game; then (ne iz worth a
visit,

Check out the colourful Pacha
embroidered beltg, from £26, wk
would easily jazz up some jeans
look cool slung around & kaftan.
They are made by the Aid to
Artisans project, which snpports

up of women in the highland

1 who have suffered domesti-

ahuse. Rachel gays: “The
Tikanchay preoject provides the

Kotala, India. This project supporkss « powew withasgstainable futur

30VE: Artisan Life Tagua neckiace, made
* m a palm tree seed and dubbed "vegetable
£ ary”, grown in tropical regions of South

and helps to restore their self-
esteem, while providing us with
fabulous, fashionable, {airly-traded
accessories which look terrifie.”

The Kisiki leathor sandals, £35,
are made in Kenya; the beads hand
stitched by loeal erafts people, pro-
viding vital work for the local com-
murity.

Silver jewellery doesn't comoe
more intricate than thé collection
from Just Trade. Crafted by women
in Peru, the range (featuring ear-
rings and pendants at £22 and £26
respectively) combines traditional
Peruvian skills with 9560 grade fine
silver, a grade higher than sterling
gilver, so does not tarnish. The
allect is like silver crochet.

Recycling crosses over with
Fairtrade in the necklaces from
Juzi (£20 each). In Swahili, Juzi
means “the day before yesterday™

.which neatly reflects the essence of

il nnn hands wande e Tanen Feavs

old magazines, posters, calendars
and bottletops.

While One is proud of its ethical
foundations, it never loses sight of
the fact it iz a fashion store.

Rachel says: “We have a nice mes-
sage, but it can be quite an earnest
thing to talk about. We are about
being fashionable and selling beau-
tiful things, but have very good
standards underneath.”

@ Fairtrade fortnight runs wnitil
March 7. To celebrate, One will be
offering cusiomers a free cup of
Fairtrade tea. It iz also hosiing an
infimate evening of acousiic music
by singer/songwriter Jont on
Monday (March 1) at 8pm. Tickets
are free, but ploces are limited to
20. To reserve a ticket, telephone
ﬂ;ﬂﬂﬂd GTHG8T a& email; R
shop(@responsiblygorgeous.co.uk.
Dioors wi!{":npen on Monday at
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YORK is already a strong sup-
porter of the Falrtrade move-
ment and was awarded
Fairtrade status six years ago.

This means organisations
such as the council, but also
schools, workplaces, commu-
Ship oupport Farrads anl

su
use its products.

Des the recession, sales
of Fairtrade ct?alnnt the UK
rose by 12 per cent year,
totalling some £800 miillon,
reports the Fairtrade
Foundation.

Several events are laking
place in York over the fort-
night, including a market in
Parliament Street from March
5-7, devoted to Fairtrade prod-
ucts.

churches in York are
taking part in the Big Brow, a
Fairtrade tea T morge
dmtails from vour local church.



