Hair and make-up: Hanan at Teresa Fairminer.Anne’s shop: respensiblygorgeous.co.uk

Anne’s tips

for changing
your career

1 Know what you
want from your
business but be
flexible. To make

a profit in a retail
venture, you must
provide what your
customers want.

2 Jump at offers of
help. Friends and
family often have
expertise in areas
you don’t — such
as accountancy,

IT or marketing.

3 Seek out advice.
Join business
organisations,
speak to other local
retailers and go to
trade shows.

FROM SOLICITOR TO BOUTIQUE OWNER
Anne McCrickard, 49, owns ONE, a

luxury ethical boutique in York. She is
separated and has three teenagers.

As | approached my 50th birthday, |

felt it was time to find a job that | really,
really wanted to do. I'd been a solicitor
before my first child was born and then
began lecturing in law at a local college.
But when they wanted to restructure my
hours, | decided | needed a change.

Even when | first started practising law,
| had dreamed of opening a boutigue.
Suddenly | felt: ‘If | don't do it now, | never

will.” | wanted to source feminine, beauti-
ful clothes made without exploitation.

The first thing | had to do was to ensure
there were encugh ethical suppliers. The
research took months. Then, in order to
get the finance to cpen ONE, | had to re-
mortgage our family home. My husband
was supportive, but it was a huge decision
and I'd lie awake at night thinking: ‘What if
| can’t make a profit?’ But you only get one
chance in life, and | felt this was mine.

[t took about eight months to find the
premises, refurbish them and buy in my
stock - then | held a massive champagne
launch party that got great coverage in the
local press. | was on a high, finally doing
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what | wanted to do. But three weeks later
my husband dropped a bombshell.

He told me that he was leaving me —
we'd been married for 21 years and |
hadn't seen it coming at all. For the first
few months after he left, | found it very
difficult. If it hadn't been for the shop, I'm
not sure | could have kept going. It gave
me a reason to get up in the morning.

Inevitably, there are good and bad days
at the shop — when it's particularly quiet
| sometimes think, ‘What have | done?’ But
when it's crammed with customers, | love
it. Whatever happens, | feel that I'm in the
right job. | wish I'd done it earlier and
| intend to enjoy every minute. >
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